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Southern African Wildlife Management Association (SAWMA)
Conference: 16-19 September 2008
Biodiversity Conservation: The Science Management Interface

Mpekweni Beach Resort – Eastern Cape  
Hosted by: Eastern Cape Parks


General information & registration 

VENUE AND DATE
The Southern African Wildlife Management Association (SAWMA) is inviting all members of the association, wildlife managers, scientists and decision-makers in the field of wildlife management and natural resource conservation to attend this year’s conference at Mpekweni Beach Resort from 16 – 19 September 2008. 
The resort is 200km or approximately two hours drive from Port-Elizabeth, 90 km or 50 minutes from East London on the main coastal road (R72) and 38 km or 15 minutes from Port Alfred. Mpekweni Beach resort is on the waters edge and is surrounded by white sand dunes, a secluded beach and tranquil lagoon.

THEME AND SUB THEMES

The main theme is: “Biodiversity Conservation: The Science Management Interface.”
The following focus areas can serve as guidelines for submissions of papers and posters: 

· Implementing science

· Adaptive management

· Managing and monitoring biodiversity

· Prioritising threats

· Freshwater and marine ecology and management

· Restoration ecology

· Historical wildlife distribution and conservation management

· Communities and conservation

Contributions will be grouped into sub-themes when we have received all the paper topics.
CALL FOR PAPERS / POSTERS

Paper contributions in the form of 15 min. presentation and 5 min. questions/discussion, using the main theme and focus areas as guidelines, are welcome. Once the titles are submitted sub-themes will be finalised. We would like to encourage submissions from both scientists/researchers and wildlife managers.
Posters: There will not be formal presentations of posters, but the programme will make allowance for a poster session for each author to discuss the poster and answer questions. 
Presenters using PowerPoint will be asked to send a CD with a copy of the presentation to the secretariat before the symposium if possible, but should also bring copies of their presentations to the symposium on CD / flash disk drives. Guidelines will be sent to presenters.
Deadlines:

Paper and Poster Titles: Papers/Poster titles should reach Elma Marais by 31 May 2008, in order to compile a provisional programme for the second announcement.  
Abstracts: A short abstract for both papers and posters (about 300 - 350 words) should reach Elma by e-mail before or on 30 June 2008 for inclusion in the programme.  
Title and abstracts should be sent by e-mail to Elma Marais: e-mail address: elma@mweb.co.za
PROGRAMME
A brief outline of the programme: (A provisional programme should be available by July 2008)

Tuesday, 16 September 2008: 
Delegates arrive from 14h00.
Registration and “Meet and Greet” Cocktail buffet from 18h00. 
Wednesday, 17 September 2008:
Morning: late registration; Keynote address by an invited guest speaker; presentation of papers on the themes
Afternoon: presentation of papers, poster session
Evening: Gala Dinner Function
Thursday, 18 September 2008:
Morning: Presentation of papers
Afternoon: Presentation of papers. Annual General Meeting of SAWMA and election of executive council for 2008-2010
Evening: Dinner

Friday, 19 September 2008:

Morning: Presentations continue. Awards for best presentations. Lunch. Departure after lunch.
MEALS & DRINKS
Dinners and breakfasts are included in the accommodation fees payable to Mpekweni Beach Resort. This includes the Cocktail buffet on 16 September during registration and the Gala Dinner on 17 September. 
Mid-morning and –afternoon tea/coffee and lunches on 17, 18 & 19 September are included in the daily registration fee payable to SAWMA. SAWMA will provide some wine for the dinners and fruit juice for all meals, but a cash bar will be available for other drinks. Delegates not staying at Mpekweni for the duration of the conference can pay separately for the dinners that they choose to attend. 
REGISTRATION FEE (Payable to SAWMA)
Note that this year’s symposium will run for 3 days – the third day’s presentations will end before lunch and delegates will depart after lunch on 19 September.
· The registration fee payable to SAWMA excludes dinner, bed & breakfast.  Therefore the registration fee will only include administrative costs, the programme, mid-morning tea/coffee and lunches on 17, 18, and 19 September.
· Registration forms and payment should reach Elma Marais by 15 August 2008 to qualify for “early registration rates”.  The “Late registration fees” will be applicable to registration after this date.
REGISTRATION RATES:
SAWMA members:

	
	(Early Registration) Before 15 Aug.
	(Late Registration) After 15 Aug.

	Full duration (17, 18, 19 Sept.)
	R1 050-00
	R1 160-00

	
	
	

	Wednesday 17 September 2008
	R380-00
	R420-00

	Thursday 18 September 2008
	R380-00
	R420-00

	Friday 19 September 2008, leaving after lunch
	R290-00
	R320-00


Non – SAWMA members:

	
	(Early Registration) Before 15 Aug.
	(Late Registration) After 15 Aug.

	Full duration (17, 18, 19 Sept.)
	R1 400-00
	R1 540-00

	
	
	

	Wednesday 17 September 2008
	R500-00
	R550-00

	Thursday 18 September 2008
	R500-00
	R550-00

	Friday 19 September 2008, leaving after lunch
	R400-00
	R440-00


Fulltime Students:

	
	(Early Registration) Before 15 Aug.
	(Late Registration) After 15 Aug.

	Full duration (17, 18, 19 Sept.)
	R 900-00
	R 990-00

	
	
	

	Wednesday 17 September 2008
	R 320-00
	R350-00

	Thursday 18 September 2008
	R 320-00
	R350-00

	Friday 19 September 2008, leaving after lunch
	R 260-00
	R290-00


SEPARATE RATES FOR DINNERS FOR DELEGATES NOT STAYING AT MPEKWENI AND ATTENDING ON A DAILY BASIS.
	Tuesday, 16 September 2008 (Cocktail buffet)
	R110-00 

	Wednesday, 17 September 2008 Gala dinner
	R190-00

	Thursday, 18 September 2008 dinner
	R110-00 


PAYMENT OPTIONS:
1. Delegates who would prefer to pay the registration fee with direct deposit, or by direct bank transfer can use the following bank details: 
Standard Bank account holder: Southern African Wildlife Management Association
Cheque Account: 270805575
Branch: Tyger Manor Branch
Branch code: 050410

2. Registration fees can also be paid by posting a cheque (preferably ZAR currency), made payable to the Southern African Wildlife Management Association, and posted to the SAWMA Secretariat, P.O. Box 217, Bloubergstrand, 7436, South Africa. 
3. It is also possible to pay the registration fee at the conference, but the late registration fee will be applicable. The registration fee can be paid by cash or cheque. Note SAWMA does not have facilities for credit card payments

Cancellation policy:

Please note that once a registration form is returned, arrangements will be made for meals etc. Unless attendance is cancelled, the delegate will be responsible for the registration fee. No refunds will be paid after 10 September.
REGISTRATION FORM
Completed registration forms should be returned as soon as possible and but not later than 1 September to Elma Marais. Email: elma@mweb.co.za, or fax: 0866729882 or postal mail: P.O. Box 217, Bloubergstrand, 7436, South Africa. (After 25 August the late registration fee applies)
OR alternatively: Register online at http://www.sawma.co.za
ACCOMMODATION 

Each individual will be will be responsible for booking and paying separately for their accommodation.
Mpekweni Beach Resort has made a block booking for the SAWMA delegates. The block booking will be released for re sale on Friday 4 July 2008. This means that after 4 July all rooms will be subject to availability at the time of booking. 
Accommodation should be booked and paid directly to Mpekweni Beach Resort. The dinners (including cocktail buffet on 16 September, gala dinner on 17 September & dinner on 18 September) and breakfasts are included in the accommodation rates of Mpekweni. 
Sharing rates:

Tuesday, 16 September: 
R523-09 (Accommodation, Tourism levy, Cocktail registration, Breakfast)

Wednesday, 17 September: 
R578-69 (Accommodation, Tourism levy, Gala Dinner, Breakfast)

Thursday, 18 September: 
R473-69 (Accommodation, Tourism levy, Dinner, Breakfast)
Total sharing rate for full duration of conference:  
R 1575-47

(Delegates opting for the sharing option must be aware that if the person they are sharing with cancels they will need to pay in the difference between the sharing option and the single room.  If opting for sharing delegates should indicate the person’s name and contact telephone number on the accommodation booking form submitted to Mpekweni.)
Single rates: 

Tuesday, 16 September: 
R746-30 (Accommodation, Tourism levy, Cocktail registration, Breakfast)

Wednesday, 17 September: 
R801-90 (Accommodation, Tourism levy, Gala Dinner, Breakfast)

Thursday, 18 September: 
R696-90 (Accommodation, Tourism levy, Dinner, Breakfast)
Total single rate for full duration of conference: 
R 2245-10

Booking of accommodation:

An accommodation booking form is available from the SAWMA Secretariat. Each delegate should complete a separate form and fax or e-mail it to: 
Ms Nicolette Whitehead

PO Box 2060

Port Alfred 2040

Tel: 040-676 1026
Fax: 040- 676 1040
E-mail: nicolette@mpekweni.co.za
Once a booking has been placed Mpekweni will forward confirmation and advise the guests on payment dates. It is usually 07 - 10 days from date of confirming. Banking details: Standard Bank, Account holder: Mpekweni Beach Resort, Branch Number: 050021; Account Number: 081106866.
Alternative accommodation options:

Delegates who would like to explore alternative venues for accommodation can contact the following places:

Green Fountain Farm Resort (Situated only18km's from Fish River Sun and from there to Mpekweni is a further 15km's.)
Accommodation is offered in thatched self-catering chalets. There are also camping facilities.
Each chalet has either two or three bedrooms, and the majority of chalets all have en-suite bedrooms.  

Single person per room/Sharing a chalet: 

R350.00 per person per night

Sharing Rooms:                                      


R250.00 per person per night

Single per chalet:                                    


R500.00 per person per night

Contact:

Cathy Howard, Green Fountain Farm Resort, P O Box 2709, Port Alfred, 6170, Eastern Cape, RSA

Tel: +27 (0) 46 624 5859

Fax: +27 (0) 46 624 2646

E-mail: cathy@greenfountainfarm.co.za

Website: www.greenfountainfarm.co.za
Fish River Caravan Park (Only Camping - 7km from Mpekweni)
Tel: 040-6761058; Fax: 040-6761058

Lalalape Lodge Guest House (17km from Mpekweni)
Tel: 046-6751013

Delegates staying at other venues can indicate on the registration form if they would like to attend dinners at Mpekweni and the costs will be added to the registration fee payable to SAWMA.

SUMMARY OF DEADLINES


Submissions of paper/poster titles:



31 May 2008
Submissions of paper abstracts:




30 June 2008 
Booking of accommodation at Mpekweni: 


before 4 July 2008
Early Registration:



  

before 15 August 2008
Final submission of registration forms:
  


1 September 2008
Cancellation: 






After 10 September 2008, Nil reimbursement

ENQUIRIES AND REGISTRATION
The SAWMA Secretariat, Elma Marais, P.O. Box 217, Bloubergstrand, 7436  

E-mail address: elma@mweb.co.za,  
Tel: 021-554 1297
Fax: 086 672 9882
http://www.sawma.co.za






























































































































